
Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Welcome to our Year 10 
Curriculum Information Evening

Thursday 19th October 2023
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This evening’s aims:

• Provide an overview of the Key Stage 4 curriculum and careers guidance

• Explain the grading system in place for GCSEs and vocational subjects

• Summarise the support, advice and guidance in place for students

And then over to Curriculum Leads to:

• Explain the key aspects of Key Stage 4 subjects and provide important 
information on deadlines and course features.

• Give some practical ideas about how you can support your child with their 
Key Stage 4 studies.
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Some questions to get you thinking…

• How many exams will the average Y11 student take? 

• What percentage of subjects still have coursework? 

• When did GCSE grading change from A*- G to Grades 1-9? 

• How often should students complete homework? 

• Can you name some online learning platforms we subscribe to students? 
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And our answers…

• How many exams will the average Y11 student take? 
Around 20 (used to be closer to 30!)

• What percentage of subjects still have coursework? 
Very few – Vocational + some practical like PE and Design Art Tech courses

• When did GCSE grading change from A*- G to Grades 1-9? From 2017

• How often should students complete homework? 
Every evening if they want to take their weekends off

• Can you name some online learning platforms we subscribe to students? 
GCSE Pod, Tassomai, Ever Learner
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The Year 10 curriculum

Core

Options

English 8 Maths 8 Science 10 PE 3 30

20

50Total

His/Geo 5 Option 5 Option 5 Option 5

PSHE 1

Tutor time 
and 

assembly
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Grades
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Online Support
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Supporting Positive Mental Wellbeing

• PE and physical activity

• Extra Curricular Offer

• Inclusion

• Pastoral team – Tutor, Learning Mentors, Head of House, Counsellors

• Tutor Programme – PSHE; Mentoring Mondays
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Careers

Students experience careers throughout their 
time at Wellsway, and within the curriculum. 

We have a Careers Hub located in Mendip.

Mrs A Millard – Careers Coordinator

Ms M Millard – Independent Careers Advisor
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KS4 Careers

During key stage 4, one focus is to support students with 
Post-16 options and this is completed via assemblies, 
careers activities, and both students and parents are 
invited to attend the Sixth Form open evening. 

In Year 10 or 11, all students will have at least one 
appointment with Ms M Millard for independent careers 
advice.

A recent addition was the Sixth Form taster day (→)         
in term 6; students picked Post-16 lessons to sample.  
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Work Experience

This year will be our second year of work experience 
for Year 10 students. 

Work experience will take place from Monday 15th July
- the last week of the academic year. 

To start the process and to support students and 
parents, during Term 2 there will be an information 
evening for parents, and a launch assembly to Year 10. 

So, for now, please just note this activity and date. 
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Further information on careers

Simply sign up, and in, 
using your school email. 
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And now for the subject specific information…

Short presentations from:

• Science

• English Language and 
Literature

• Maths

• History

• Geography

6.30-6.40 
6.45-6.55 
7.00-7.10 

Choice of sessions on option subjects

• Business (Lansdown Hall) 

• Art/ Creative Tech (L02)

• Product Design/ Textiles (L03)

• PE (L04)

• Psychology (L05)

• Computing (L06)

• French/ Spanish (L15)

• Music (6.30+6.45)/ Drama (7.00) 
(L16)
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Year 10 Curriculum 
Information Evening: Science

Miss Fox: Curriculum Director for Science
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Science Y10 Parent information evening
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• Two pathways in science at GCSE - combined and separate.
• The pathway is chosen by teachers not by students

• At the end of yr 9, you were notified of whether your child would be studying 
separate or combined science in yr 10.

• Exam Board: AQA

• Combined Science – AQA Triology.
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Separate vs Combined
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Separate Combined

What do you study? Biology, chemistry and physics Biology, chemistry and physics

How many lessons? 10 hours a fortnight 10 hours a fortnight

How many GCSE’s do you get? 3 2

How many exams do you sit? 6 6

How long are the exams? 1 hr 45 minutes 1 hr 15 minutes

What is the highest grade I can 
get?

Grade 9 Grade 9 

What are tiers? Higher – achieve up to a grade 9 Higher – achieve up to a grade 9 
Foundation – achieve up to a 
grade 5

When are tiers decided? Tiers of entry are not finalised until Easter yr 11

Can I do A-level science? Yes – the minimum is a grade 6 Yes – the minimum is a grade 6 

99
98
88
87
77
76
66
65
55
54
44
43
33
32
22
21
11
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Key Assessment Points throughout the year

Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

• May 2023- Yr 10 internal exams – 1 paper per science covering GCSE content so far 

• November 2023- Paper 1 for all sciences

• March 2024- Paper 2 for all sciences

• Teachers evaluate the best route for students at key points throughout the 2 years of study

• It is common for 1/3 of separate students to move to study combined in yr 11
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Key Resources for Study
• Tassomai

• Seneca

• BBC Bitesize

• PLCs

• CGP Revision guides – there will be an opportunity to 
buy a revision guide for a reduced price through the 
school in term 2/3

• Calculators – every science lesson!
Developing confident, respectful and successful young people



PLCs – Personal Learning Checklists

From key assessments, we do question level analysis to create PLCs

You can click on the QR 
codes to access exam 
questions and the mark 
schemes. 
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PLCs

Developing confident, respectful and successful young people



CGP Revision Resources



Tassomai

• We will be launching with yr 10 
next term 

• Revision App- free to download, 
subscription is paid for by the 
trust 

• Multiple choice quizzes –
supports with fact recall

• Key is routine, the earlier 
students engage the more 
effective it is!



Tassomai

Tassomai is most effective when used 
frequently (3-4 times a week for 10-15 
minutes). 

Students should complete their daily goal.

You can view usage and achievement by 
clicking the data tab. 

The more students engage, the lower their 
daily goal requirement, e.g 100 points → 50 
points. 



Tassomai – why is it helpful? 

• Quiz is personal to pupils and programmed to visit your areas of 
weakness

• Teachers 



Tassomai for parents - how can we help?

Once your students are up and 
running, Tassomai provides a weekly 
progress report to all parents for 
each of their children using the 
platform, sent via email.



Required Practical Work

• Practicals are not assessed 
practically.

• Assessed through the exams 

• The best way to revise 
required practicals is to watch 
the videos on youtube walking 
you through them and then to 
complete exam questions and 
mark answers
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Year 10 Curriculum Information 
Evening: English Lang and Lit

Miss Brooks: Curriculum Director for English
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Exam Board: AQA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE

During the English Language GCSE course, students will study fiction and non-fiction texts in 
preparation for the two English Language papers.  

• The students are tested on reading unseen text and answer questions on how writers use 
language and structure to create meaning.

• They will also be tested on writing a story/description and constructing an argument.  

• The Language qualification also requires students to write and prepare a speech to give to 
the class on a topic of their choice (students will receive an endorsement on their 
certificate)

Link to specification:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
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Exam Board: AQA
Course: ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE

Link to specification:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-
8702/specification-at-a-glance

During the English Literature GCSE course, students will study plays, poetry 
and a novella in preparation for the two English Literature papers 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance
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Paper One
Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel:
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Paper Two
Modern Text and Poetry:

We study the 
Power and Conflict
section of poetry

Students will also 
answer two 
questions on 
unseen poetry.
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Help?!

Reading a broad 
range of literature 
will support students

GCSE Pod

Seneca

Oak Academy
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https://continuityoak.org.uk/lessons

https://continuityoak.org.uk/lessons
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PLCS – the hyperlinks will take you to revision
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Example of revision links:
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All students can log in free of charge to revise their subjects.
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Massolit has lots of lectures that you can listen to and improve your 
understanding of the texts.

Google Massolit and go to the sign in page

https://www.massolit.io/users/sign_in

This resource is paid for 
by the English 
department to support 
learners!

https://www.massolit.io/users/sign_in
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Year 10 Curriculum Information 
Evening: Mathematics

Miss Prior: Curriculum Director for Maths and Computing
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

• Working towards GCSE Mathematics (Edexcel)

• Students will either sit either Higher or Foundation at the end of 
Year 11

• Higher: Grades 4 – 9
• Foundation: Grades 1 – 5

• Final tiers are not decided until mid-way through Year 11!
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Groupings

Higher

Class Teacher(s)

10MW/Ma
Mr Carl and Mr 

Gamon

10LW/Ma Mr Lee

10ME/Ma Mr Ollason

10LE/Ma
Mrs Stephenson and 

Mr Gamon

10ML/Ma Miss Prior

Foundation

Class Teachers

10LL/Ma Mr Britton

10MS/Ma
Mrs Collis and Mr 

Haigh

10LS/Ma Mrs Wilson

10MY/Ma
Mrs Crocker and Mr 

Gamon
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What to expect from us….

Progress Checks 
This is a couple of questions completely independently – approximately every 4 
– 6 lessons so that the teacher can assess each students’ understanding of 
current content.

Topic Test
After each topic, students complete an in-class assessment which is typically 
about 30 minutes long.

Whole Cohort Assessment
We sit these three times a year: October, February and May.
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Assessment 
Feedback 
Sheets
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What to expect….

Homework:

• Set weekly, often through an online platform – MathsWatch

• This provides video support for all questions!
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Extra Support

Mrs Prescott runs our Maths Extra 
sessions that Year 10 students can attend 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays.
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How you can support…

• Take an interest in their maths! Ask them how it’s going, what they’re learning 

about – and be positive!

• Homework: if they’re struggling, watch the videos with them and encourage 

them to attend Maths Extra/ask for specific help.

• Revision for assessments: information on what to revise and how to revise will 

be posted on MCAS/Bromcom in advance, and we will send this home to you 

directly. 

• The best way to revise for (and succeed in) Maths is by doing lots of Maths, 

rather than writing notes/reading examples. 
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How you can support…

www.corbettmaths.com

http://www.corbettmaths.com/
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How you can support…

Make sure they 

have a scientific 

calculator which 

they bring to every 

Maths lesson!
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Year 10 Curriculum 
Information Evening: History

Miss Grady: Deputy Curriculum Director of Humanities
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What we will be studying

Paper 1:

1. Conflict and tension 1919-1939

2. Germany 1890-1945: Democracy 
and Dictatorship

Paper 2:

1. Britain: Health and the people: 
1000 – present day

2. Elizabethan England 1568-1603
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Your child’s 
learning 
journey
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External Assessment

Key points:

1. No coursework

2. All assessments will be 
completed in 2 exams at the end 
of year 11

3. All lesson resources, GCSE pod 
videos and revision resources 
will be available via their 
Microsoft Teams channel

Paper 1 Paper 2
Written exam 

Summer 2025 

Time: 2 hours

Written exam 

Summer 2025

Time: 2 hours

Content: 
1. Conflict and tension 1919-

1939

2. Germany 1890-1945: 
Democracy and 
Dictatorship

Content:
1. Britain: Health and the 

people: 1000 – present 
day

2. Elizabethan England 1568-
1603 Key tactics to support your child.

1. Log into BROMCOM and check for homework
2. Encourage your children to discuss their History 

work
3. Ensure missed lessons are caught up, you never 

know if it will be the one you need!
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Microsoft Teams – the key to History resources

Under class materials:
1. Revision resources – GCSE pod videos

2. All lessons are available and separated by 
paper

3. Support on structuring exam answers 
available 
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Microsoft Teams – the key to History resources

In each paper:
1. Individual topics

2. All lessons are available with resources and 
scans of relevant textbook pages

3. Revision guides and past paper questions 
available by topic
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Progress and support

1. Knowledge organisers condense all key knowledge, these are stuck into books

2. History drop-in club runs in the build-up to mocks and exams

3. MS Teams channel has all of the resources given to students in class and more

4. Students will be assessed at the end of each unit with an exam question, please help 
you child engage in revision for this. They will receive feedback.

5. An organised student exercise book is better than any revision guide money can buy. 

6. Exam practice books – all students have a red book in which they have question 
summaries, practice exam style questions and receive and respond to regular feedback
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Teachers
10A – Miss Malone
10B – Miss Malone and Miss Gregory
10C – Miss Grady
10D – Miss Gregory

If your child wants to do some extra work…
1. Find lessons on MS Teams 

2. Use the suggested documentaries/reading 
when advised to in lessons

3. Speak to the teacher during or after the 
lesson for additional work

School based 
course books
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Revision guides:

Available on Scopay

Deadline for ordering through school: 

• 20th October 2023 (tomorrow)  
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Year 10 Curriculum Information 
Evening: Geography

Mr Evans: Deputy Curriculum Director for Humanities
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Paper 1

Living with the 
Physical 

Environment

Paper 2

Challenges in the 
Human 

Environment

AQA GCSE Geography

Paper 3

Geographical 
applications

The AQA course is broken into three different areas of study:
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Paper 1 Paper 2

Written exam 

Summer 2024 

Time: 1hr 30mins

Written exam 

Summer 2024 

Time: 1hr 30mins

The challenge of natural 

hazards

The living world

Physical landscapes in the 

UK (coasts and rivers)

Urban issues and challenges

The changing economic 

world

The challenge of resource 

management (water)

Paper 3 Teacher names: 

Written exam

Summer 2024

Time: 1hr 30mins

Mr B Evans
Mr J Notton

Miss S Beresford

Issue evaluation materials

Fieldwork questions

1. No coursework: All of your children’s grade will be 
determined by the exams. 
2. This is a linear course: This means that all of the 
learning is assessed in May/June 2024. 
Therefore your child's exercise books are their best 
revision tool and must be kept organised, clear and 
neat. 
3. Your children must revise geography, they need to 
know physical and human geography including case 
studies. 
4. Key terms: This is key, your children must revise 
the spellings of keywords.
5. Case Studies: These are real examples of theory 
we have learnt and have to be used to gain a grade 
6+. 

Key points
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Progress and support

1. These are stuck into books at the start of each unit to enable students to refer back to them regularly when 
revising.

2. Each unit will be assessed by an end of unit test, and student progress will be measured against the scores from 
these.

3. There will be three sets of mocks: Year 10 – June 2024 and Year 11 – November 2024 and March 2025 

4. Homework will be set by class teachers to support their classes needs. This may be:
a. Seneca revision
b. GCSE Pod revision
c. Exam practice
d. Condensing notes
e. Prior/further reading
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If your child has questions, they can: 
1. Refer to their learning journeys to see which 
lesson and unit they are up to.
2. Use BROMCOM/MCAS to see their h/w
3. Speak to the teacher during or after the 
lesson. 

This book is used in school: 

GCSE Geography AQA Student Book
By Simon Ross (Author) Nick Rowles (Author)
ISBN:978-0198366614

We recommend this revision books:

CGP GCSE AQA Geography complete revision 
and practice ISBN: 9781782946137

Course books and revision

https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Simon%20Ross&cgid=&category=All
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Nick%20Rowles&cgid=&category=All
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Fieldwork is a compulsory part of the GCSE course and is delivered in Term 5 of Year 10 and 

Term 1 of Year 11. Our physical field trip occurs is to the River Holford. Students will 

measure the flow, width and depth of the river to see if it fits with the Bradshaw Model.

Fieldwork

N
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Fieldwork is a compulsory part of the GCSE course and is delivered in Term 5 of Year 10 and Term 1 

of Year 11. Our human trip is to Bristol Harbourside. Students will complete surveys with members 

of the public on how the space has changed over time and how well it has been regenerated.

Fieldwork

X

X
X

X
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Finding your way around

Choice of sessions on 3 option 
subjects

• Business (Lansdown Hall) 

• Art/ Creative Tech (L02)

• Product Design/ Textiles (L03)

• PE (L04)

• Psychology (L05)

• Computing (L06)

• French/ Spanish (L15)

• Music (6.30+6.45)/ Drama (7.00) 
(L16)
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Business
NCFE V Cert & GCSE 
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Subject content: Year 10

GCSE - Year 10

Unit 1 – Business Activity
• Business types
• Enterprise
• Business Planning
• Business Growth
Unit 2 – Influences on Business
• Technology
• Ethics
• Economic
• Legal
• Globalisation
Unit 3 – Business Operations 
• Production
• Quality
• Supply Chain
• Sales Process

V Cert - Year 10
CA1 - Entrepreneurship, business 
organisation and stakeholders

CA2 - Market research, market types and 
orientation and marketing mix

CA3 - Human resource requirements for 
business and enterprise

CA4 - Operations management

CA5 - Business growth
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Subject content: Year 11

V Cert - Year 11

CA6 - Sources of enterprise funding and 
business finance

CA7 - The impact of the external 
environment on business and enterprise

CA8 - Business and enterprise planning

Synoptic Project

Exam Revision

Year 11

Unit 6 – Human Resources
• Recruitment
• Training
• Motivation
• Organisational structure
Unit  5 – Marketing
• Market research
• Product, Price, Place, Promotion
Unit 4 – Finance
• Sources of finance
• Cash Flow
• Break Even
• Profit margins
• Financial Performance
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Y11 VCERT Coursework Outline
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Y11 VCERT Coursework Outline

Prep time – 2 hours
• Time with internet to prepare a 

resource pack

21 hour Formal NEA
Task 1 – Action Plan – 2 hours
• Put together a plan of activities 

to be undertaken in the 
upcoming project time (No 
internet allowed)

Task 2 – Research Stage – 7 hours
• Conduct Primary and Secondary 

Research required for the 
Business Plan and collate data 
as necessary (Internet allowed)

Task 3 – Business Plan – 10 hours
• Complete a full business plan for 

the project brief and the 
changes they wish to make. 
Must include all aspects of the 
plan including financial 
forecasts, HR requirements, etc
(No internet allowed)

Task 4 – Review – 2 hours
• Self review of their own 

performance in the NEA (WWW, 
EBI)
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Assessment

GCSE V Cert
• This qualification is linear.
• This means that students will sit all their 

exams at the end of the course.
• 2 exams at the end of Y11

• One 2 hour exam worth 62.5%
• One 1hr 30min exam worth 37.5%

• NO COURSEWORK

• This qualification is assessed across one exam and 
more weighted toward the Synoptic Project 
Coursework unit.

• One 1hr 30min exam at the end of Y11 worth 40%
• One Synoptic Project Coursework Unit written in 

Y11 worth 60% – Conducted as a 21 hour 
controlled assessment in class. 
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How V Cert compares to more traditional GCSE

V Cert

• It is designed for learners who want an introduction to business and enterprise that 
includes a vocational and project-based element.

• The NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise (603/7004/X) 
complements GCSE qualifications. It is aimed at 14 to 16 year olds studying key stage 4 
(KS4) curriculum who are interested in the business and enterprise sector. This 
qualification is designed to match the rigour and challenge of GCSE study. The 
qualification is graded at level 1 pass, merit, distinction and level 2 pass, merit, distinction 
and distinction* (equivalent to GCSE grades 8.5 to 1). More information on grading can be 
found in section 2 of this qualification specification.

• This qualification focuses on an applied study of the business and enterprise sector and 
learners will gain a broad knowledge and understanding of working in the sector.

• This qualification has been designed to sit alongside the requirements of core GCSE 
subjects and is appropriate for learners who are motivated and challenged by learning 
through hands-on experiences and through content that is concrete and directly related 
to those experiences.

• It is distinct from GCSE Business Studies, as it encourages learners to use knowledge and 
practical enterprise tools to prepare them for business. They will develop significant 
personal and vocational business skills that can be transferred to further study or 
employment.
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Study suggestions

• All students must work keep abreast of current affairs (we 
recommend BBC Newsbeat)

• Seneca & GCSEPod – Revision material and Quizzes/Assessments

• BBC Bitesize

• Eduqas Resources Website – Digital Textbook and tasks
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How can home support?

•PLCs

•Past Papers

•Flash cards and Quizzing

•Revision Guides
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